
WAC 16-604-025  Health regulations.  (1) The director shall re-
quire such testing, treating, identifying, examining and recordkeeping 
of livestock by a market veterinarian and/or livestock market as in 
the director's judgment may be necessary to prevent the spread of bru-
cellosis, tuberculosis, or any other infectious, contagious or commu-
nicable disease among the livestock of this state.

(2) For livestock health purposes, the director shall establish 
procedures for inspection of livestock markets for compliance with 
sanitary requirements and to observe livestock being handled. Such in-
spections shall be conducted by animal health inspection personnel 
working under the jurisdiction of the director. Such inspectors will 
not issue health certificates, perform "private treaty work" or engage 
in functions other than those in connection with surveillance for com-
municable, infectious animal diseases and sanitary measures. Operators 
of markets shall arrange with a market veterinarian to perform animal 
health inspections, issue health certificates or certificates of vet-
erinary inspection, perform private treaty work, and perform any test-
ing, quarantine, or movement restrictions of animals as directed by 
the director of agriculture or required by federal law. Departmental 
inspectors will work in cooperation with any market veterinarians in 
performing yard inspections.

(3) Markets handling swine shall be required to identify all 
boars and sows with official identification. Markets must comply with 
chapters 16-54 and 16-80 WAC and 9 C.F.R. Sec. 71.19 and 71.20 when 
handling swine for market.

(4) No livestock may leave the market for points outside the 
state of Washington without first meeting the requirements of the 
state of destination and 9 C.F.R. Parts 71 through 89, interstate 
transportation of animals (including poultry) and animal products.

(5) Any animal or animals which have been found by the market 
veterinarian to be diseased or unhealthy shall be handled in accord-
ance with instructions from the state veterinarian as to disposition. 
The market veterinarian may require they be marked "slaughter only" 
and:

(a) Be sold only to immediate slaughter at a federally inspected 
slaughter plant;

(b) Require they be sold "as is" with an announcement;
(c) Require they be returned to consignor with or without quaran-

tine; or
(d) Require they be held under quarantine in the yard.
(6) Market requirements.
(a) Animal health requirements as prescribed in chapters 16-54 

and 16-86 WAC shall be met for animals entering or released from the 
public livestock markets. Those public livestock markets that are not 
specifically approved as per 9 C.F.R. Part 78 that wish to provide 
brucellosis blood testing as approved by the director shall comply 
with the facilities requirements for specifically approved public 
livestock markets. Specifically approved markets (9 C.F.R. Part 78) 
can accept cattle and bison from out-of-state without meeting the im-
port requirements provided that all Washington state animal health re-
quirements are met at the market upon arrival and the animals are con-
signed to sell through that market. Those markets not specifically ap-
proved can receive from out-of-state only those cattle and bison that 
have met all animal health requirements prior to entering the state.

(b) Animals released from Washington markets to points outside 
the state shall be in compliance with subsection (4) of this section.

(c) Public livestock market brucellosis reactors will be:
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(i) Tagged with reactor identification tags in the left ear and 
branded "B" according to 9 C.F.R. Sec. 78.1.

(ii) Placed in a "quarantine pen."
(iii) Sold at the close of the regular sale to licensed slaugh-

terer or their designated agent operating under federal or state in-
spection or return to the farm of origin under a written quarantine.

(iv) The market veterinarian shall issue VS Form 1-27 on all sus-
pects or reactors immediately after their sale or detection and the 
original copy must accompany the animals to slaughter or back to the 
farm of origin. The pink and yellow copies are to be mailed immediate-
ly to the state veterinarian's office at P.O. Box 42560, Olympia, 
Washington, 98504-2560 and the green copy mailed immediately to the 
destination of shipment.

(v) All brucellosis reactors consigned and transported directly 
to a licensed slaughtering establishment for immediate slaughter can-
not be transported with any animals not so consigned. All trucks and 
railway cars or other conveyances used for the transportation of such 
reactors shall be cleaned and disinfected at destination under state 
and federal supervision.

(7) The market must provide to the department a certificate of 
permit (haul slip) for all livestock consigned to the market.

(8) All public livestock markets shall officially identify all 
sexually intact cattle and bison over eighteen months of age with of-
ficial individual identification prior to being presented for sale. 
Records of official individual identification applied to the animal 
indicating seller, buyer, and brucellosis vaccination status if animal 
is a female shall be maintained by the market for a period of one 
year.

(9) Slaughter-only livestock.
(a) Livestock purchased through a market in the state of Washing-

ton for slaughter-only must be consigned to a federally inspected 
slaughter plant, restricted feedlot, or a category 2 restricted hold-
ing facility. Such animals will be cleared from the market on a Wash-
ington state cattle brand certificate and must reach the declared 
point of destination, slaughter establishment, category 2 restricted 
holding facility or restricted feedlot, within twelve hours of first 
being declared slaughter-only livestock. Official individual identifi-
cation must not be removed and cattle brand certificates must be pre-
sented with the animals at declared point of destination and livestock 
shall not be diverted to any other point.

(b) Cattle that have been declared slaughter-only cattle shall 
not be commingled with cattle not so declared.

(c) No Washington state cattle brand certificate will be issued 
at any market unless the purchaser first provides the full name of the 
purchaser and seller and the complete physical address of the destina-
tion, and the cattle are identified to herd of origin.

(10) Health of swine.
(a) Intrastate consignments. Washington swine that are healthy, 

not known to be affected with or exposed to any contagious or infec-
tious swine diseases, and not under quarantine may enter and leave any 
market in the state after veterinary inspection.

(b) Interstate consignments.
(i) Slaughter swine. Swine not known to be affected with or ex-

posed to infectious or communicable swine diseases may be imported in-
to the state without a certificate of veterinary inspection to a rec-
ognized federally inspected slaughter plant, or specifically approved 
livestock market under 9 C.F.R. Sec. 71.19 for immediate slaughter, 
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and may not be diverted en route. The waybills or certificates for 
shipment must contain an entry permit number obtained from the office 
of the state veterinarian and must state for "slaughter only to a fed-
erally inspected slaughter plant."

(ii) Feeder and breeder swine - Must have originated from states 
in Stage IV or Stage V pseudorabies free status and/or comply with the 
entry requirements as stated in chapter 16-54 WAC. Animals must be ac-
companied by an official certificate of veterinary inspection stating 
that they are clinically free of symptoms of infectious and contagious 
disease or exposure thereto, unless consigned to a specifically ap-
proved livestock market under 9 C.F.R. Part 85. The certificate of 
veterinary inspection will contain an entry permit number obtained 
from the office of the state veterinarian and the consignor and con-
signee will be properly listed with exact physical origin and destina-
tion addresses clearly shown. Such swine must not come in contact with 
swine from states of unlike status prior to or during shipment, and 
must have been transported in one continuous movement.

(c) Swine brucellosis. All interstate swine over six months of 
age entering public livestock markets to be sold for breeding purposes 
must have been tested and found negative to swine brucellosis within 
thirty days prior to entry or originate in a validated swine brucello-
sis free herd or state. Swine not in compliance with this requirement 
will not be sold as breeder swine.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 16.36 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 10-20-094, § 
16-604-025, filed 9/30/10, effective 10/31/10. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 16.36.040 and 16.36.096. WSR 92-21-022, § 16-604-025, filed 
10/13/92, effective 11/13/92; Order 1174, § 16-604-025, filed 
12/15/70; Order 1059, Regulation 4, filed 7/24/67, effective 8/23/67; 
Order 1025, Regulation 3, 7/22/66, effective 8/22/66; Order 954, filed 
8/20/64; Order 913, filed 4/1/63; Order 853, filed 6/19/64; Order 788, 
effective 6/17/59.]
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